
 
A Baker’s Dozen Puppies  

 
Socialization is crucial for any puppy. If the puppy is less than 12 weeks of age please consult with 
veterinarian prior to socialization.   All experiences should be safe and positive for the puppy and 
should include treats and lots of praise.  Slow down, add time and distance if your puppy becomes 
fearful!  Puppies should be exposed to the following:   

 
Handling a dozen times a week: hold on floor near you, hold in-between your legs, hold under 
arm, hold to chest, mouth, in-between toes, hold head, look in ears, hold and take temperature (ask 
veterinarian), hold like a baby, trim toe nails, hold in lap 
 
Meeting and playing with a dozen new people (outside of family): include adults, elderly adults, 
children, people in wheelchairs, people of different ethnicity, people with walkers, canes, crutches, 
sunglasses, hats 
 
Eating from a dozen different shaped containers: metal bowl, plastic, paper, china, pie plate, 
cooking pan, Kong, Treatball, Bustercube, hand fed, paper bag, shoe box 
 
Eating in a dozen different locations: crate, kitchen, laundry room, bathroom, friend’s house,    
back yard, front yard, school yard, car, bathtub, up high (on table), under table 
 
Experiencing a dozen different locations: garage, front yard (several times a day), laundry room, 
other people’s homes, school yard, beach, river, boat, elevator, car, moving car, veterinarian 
hospital (just to say hi & visit, lots of cookies, no vaccinations), groomers (just to say hi) 
 
Experiencing a dozen different surfaces: grass, wet grass, carpet, linoleum, tile, cement, dirt, 
mud, puddles, gravel, wood, mulch, grates, uneven surfaces, on a table, on a chair 
 
Playing with a dozen different objects: plush toys, hard toys, rope toys, squeaky toys, big & small 
balls, comical sounding toys, wooden items, paper or cardboard items, water jugs, metal items 
 
Being exposed to a dozen different noises (ALWAYS keep positive and watch puppy’s comfort 
level – we don’t want the puppy to become fearful): children playing, babies screaming, doorbell, 
vacuums, washing machine, garage door opening, big trucks, motorcycles, clapping, lawnmowers, 
skateboards, pan dropping 
 
Being exposed to a dozen fast moving objects (no chasing): children running,  children playing, 
people running, bicycles, skateboards, motorcycles, cars, cats running, vacuums, squirrels, dogs 
 
Experiencing a dozen different challenges: climb up and down steps, climb over obstacles, go in 
and out a doorway, climb on, in, off and around a laundry basket, go through a tunnel, play hide & 
seek, umbrella, explore balloons and bubbles, jump over a broom, climb over a log, get a bath 
 
Leave alone safely, away from family & other animals (10-40 minutes) a dozen times a week. 
 
Play with a dozen different puppies (or safe adult dogs) as much as possible. 
 
Experience a leash and collar a dozen different times in a dozen different locations. 
 

Please contact our behavior department with any questions at 904.725.8766, x227. 


