
Welcoming Your New Puppy 
 
 
Puppy-Proofing Your Home 
  

Puppies are like babies; they’re lively, they’re curious and they teethe. This can lead them into serious trouble 
unless you take preventative measures. 
Remember that a puppy has a lower vantage point than yours—like a baby who has begun to crawl—and may be 
attracted to things you normally cannot see when you are standing. 
It’s practically impossible to completely puppy-proof your home against accidents, but for your puppy’s safety, 
here are some suggestions: 
•                       Confine your puppy to a safe area inside and keep doors and windows closed and/or screened securely.  

•                       Your puppy should not be left unsupervised inside or outside. Puppies will investigate, wander about and 

possibly get into mischief (soiling, chewing, getting locked in closets or rooms, etc.).  

•                       Keep your puppy off balconies, upper porches and high decks.  

•                       Securely store cleaning supplies, detergent, bleach, paint and paint thinner, fertilizer, disinfectants, 

mothballs, insect and rodent poisons, and antifreeze. Make sure you keep these items where your puppy cannot 

gain access, preferably on high storage shelves in closed/locked cabinets.  

•                       Remove poisonous houseplants or place them in hanging baskets out of your puppy’s reach. And also be 

sure you pick up any plant leaves that drop onto your floor. Some common plants which are poisonous are listed 

on the following page.  

 
Common houseplants poisonous to dogs* 
 
Amaryllis     Mistletoe 
Azalea      Morning Glory 
Bleeding Heart     Narcissus 
Caladium     Oleander 
Clematis     Philodendron (all types) 
Daffodil     Poinsettia 
Daphne      Potato 
Dieffenbachia (dumb cane)   Rhododendron 
English Ivy     Rubber Plant 
Foxglove     Tobacco 
Holly      Tulip 
Iris      Yew 
Ivy (most types) 
*This list is not complete. Go to purina.com/dogs/safety 
 

•                       Keep toilet lids down. Puppies may play in or drink the water. They could be hurt by the lid closing on 

them. Toilet bowl cleansers are harmful if swallowed.  

•                       Unplug, remove or cover any electrical cords in your puppy’s confinement area. If he chews live wires, this 

can lead to severe mouth burns, electrocution or fires. Do not use electric blankets or pads to line your puppy’s 

bed. It is also a good idea to cover electrical outlets with plug covers when not in use.  

•                       Never give your puppy any medication without first consulting your veterinarian. Keep all medications 

(prescription and over-the-counter medicines) out of your puppy’s reach.  

•                       Check to see where your puppy is before closing any doors. Make it a habit to conduct a “puppy check” 

before leaving home to make sure your puppy has not accidentally been locked in an unsafe area.  

•                       Keep sewing supplies and small hardware items out of your puppy’s reach. Buttons, beads, needles, pins, 

balls of string or yarn and thread can hurt his mouth or internal organs if swallowed. The same goes for nails, 

staples, screws, brads, paper clips, aluminum can tabs and other sharp objects.  

•                       Small puppies can get tangled in plastic six-pack beverage holders. Cut the holders apart and discard to 

prevent this problem.  

•                       Keep all plastic bags away from your puppy. He could get trapped inside and suffocate or he might chew 

and swallow bits of plastic which could be very harmful to his digestive system.  

•                       Ribbons around your puppy’s neck can be very dangerous. If your puppy catches the ribbon on anything, 



he may choke. He might also chew the ribbon and swallow it, which could result in digestive problems.  

                       
  

Supplies You Will Need 
 
You will need to get some basic supplies for your puppy if you don’t already have them. 
Crate 
For many puppies a crate is a very useful item. The crate will become your puppy’s safe place, and his special 
place to go to sleep and feel safe. It can be constructed of wire or plastic and should be large enough for 
your puppy to stand up, turn around in and lie down comfortably. 
If your puppy is a large breed, you might want to purchase an adjustable crate to allow for his rapid growth 
or purchase two or three crates in increasing sizes. The crate should have adequate ventilation, but openings 
should be small enough so the puppy cannot get his head or paw stuck. Also, be sure the door locks securely 
so that your puppy cannot push the door partially open and get his head or paw stuck. 
When your puppy is completely house-trained and does not chew things, you might place a washable blanket 
or cushion inside the crate. Give him a safe chew toy while he’s crated. No food or water should be left in 
his crate because after eating and drinking, he’ll need to relieve himself and he’ll have no other choice but 
to soil his crate. And for your puppy’s safety, be sure to remove his collar while he’s crated. 
The location of the crate should be easy to clean and draft-free. Put it near or in the family hub of activ-
ity—such as the family room or the kitchen. You want your dog to feel like part of the family. This is his own 
home and he should feel comfortable there. Once you choose a location, it should be the crate’s permanent 
location. To introduce your puppy to his crate, place a kibble of puppy food in the crate and gently place or 
encourage him to go inside as you give him the command “Kennel.” Close the door briefly. Once he is calm, 
praise him. Now let your puppy out of the crate. Repeat this for longer periods of time, always praising him 
for going inside. 
Your puppy should nap in his crate and sleep there overnight from the beginning. 
The key to successful use of the crate is to always use it in a positive manner—never as a punishment. When 
you are too busy to supervise your dog, or when you have to be away, place your dog in the crate with the 
proper chew toy. (Always be sure to give him an opportunity to eliminate before you crate him.) 
Collar and Leash 
Your puppy’s first collar and leash should be made of lightweight nylon or leather. For collar size, measure 
his neck and add two inches. Check his collar frequently to be sure he does not outgrow it. When he is older, 
you will need to buy a webbed-cotton or leather leash with a secure clasp. Six feet is the best length for 
training and walking. 
Training Collar 
Training collars are not necessary for young puppies. There are many types of training collars available. For 
example, the metal link or chain training collar is not really suitable for young puppies. When in a crate, a 
puppy should be wearing a quick-release collar or none at all. This is very important because if your dog’s 
collar was to get caught on something when you were not there, his natural instinct would be to pull away and 
this action could choke him. Other control devices are available such as body harnesses, head halters, quick 
release collars and martingale collars. Ask your veterinarian for his advice on a training collar for your spe-
cific dog’s behavioral needs. And be sure to ask for advice on proper application and use. 
Identification Tag 
An identification tag permanently attached to the collar should give your puppy’s name, your name, address 
and telephone number (with area code). This tag can make all the difference in the world in getting your 
puppy home safely if he strays.  
Another identification option is now available which involves injecting a microchip under your puppy’s skin. 
Consult your veterinarian for more information about this method of identification. 
Food and Water Bowls 
These bowls should be easy to clean and heavy enough so they do not tip over. Since some pets might be al-
lergic to plastic, twin stainless steel bowls in a holder are ideal. Be sure to wash your dog’s bowls daily.  
Grooming Tools 
The proper grooming tools will differ depending on your puppy’s haircoat. For short-haired breeds use a 
brush with natural bristles, a rubber curry comb or grooming hand mitt. A sturdy wide-tooth metal comb and 
perhaps a slicker brush are needed for long-haired breeds. Be sure to include a flea comb. Establish your 
puppy’s grooming program as soon as possible so he’ll not only be used to grooming, but he’ll look forward to 
this special one-on-one time with you. Start slowly with short sessions, food tidbits and lots of love and 



praise so that your puppy will enjoy and look forward to these sessions. 
Toys 
Safe toys are an important part of your pet equipment. They can help your puppy exercise and provide a safe 
way to satisfy your puppy’s need to chew. Be sure to choose toys that are made for puppies and cannot be 
splintered, torn apart or swallowed. It’s always a good idea to supervise your puppy for a few minutes when 
you provide him with a “new” chew toy. 
Good Toys: 
Rubber toys that can be filled with treats, and nylon chews and hard rubber balls, are fun and usually safe. 
Stuffed toys are often torn open and the material could be ingested so these may not be suitable for all pup-
pies. 
Toys to Avoid: 
As a general rule, if your puppy can fit the whole toy in his mouth, the toy is too small and could be unsafe. 
Tug toys may get some dogs very excited and result in exuberant, uncontrolled play and may not be suitable 
for some puppies. 
Be careful not to buy sponge toys or items with squeakers, whistles or other attached parts that can be torn 
off and swallowed. Also avoid anything with hard, sharp points or pieces that can break off. 
People Things as Toys: 
Don’t let your puppy play with your old shoes or clothes. To a puppy, this means all your clothing and shoes are 
fair game for him. Plus, while chewing clothing, pieces can be swallowed and this could lead to obstructions in 
the digestive tract. 
You should not give your puppy rubber bands, balls of aluminum foil or cellophane, corks or wire twist ties. 
Keep your puppy away from children’s toys made of soft rubber, fur, wool, sponge or polyurethane. If your 
puppy swallows a small particle of any of these materials, it could cause problems with his digestive system. 
 
Naming Your Puppy 
If you haven’t already picked out a name for your puppy, do so as soon as possible and start using it. It’s easy 
to get your puppy to know his name and to come when called. 
Repeat his name often, and when he comes to you, caress and praise him so that he learns to associate his 
name with love. If you choose a long name, or if he has a long registered name, you should use a shorter ver-
sion or nickname in your training. Use a high, happy tone of voice when calling his name and when praising him 
as he approaches. 
 
Introducing Your Puppy to His New Home 
 
Remember, your puppy looks to you for direction, comfort and protection. Everything is new to him, so he may 
not be playful and frisky at first. Give him time. Be patient. And talk to him. Puppies may not know people vo-
cabulary, but they soon learn to respond to your voice and commands. Speak to him often and gently and al-
ways treat him kindly. 
Introduce your puppy to his area as soon as you bring him home. Put his toys in his crate and show him where 
his food and water bowls are. Your puppy will soon know which special little corner of your house is his. Re-
spect his right to be undisturbed while he is resting, sleeping or eating. 
Your puppy probably will be homesick for a night or two, so don’t be surprised if he whimpers or cries at bed-
time or mealtime. Remember, he has just been taken away from his mother and littermates and may not be 
used to being alone. Pheromone products are available that may help ease the transition for a puppy in a new 
home. 
Avoid rough play and handling of your new puppy. Let him make his own advances. It may be days before he 
feels at home and wants to play. Don’t overtire your puppy. Play with him, but give him plenty of time for naps. 
 
Introducing Your Puppy to His New Family 
 
Be sure to show all family members the proper way to pick up and hold your puppy: place one hand under his 
hindquarters and the other under his chest. Never pick him up by his front paws or by the scruff of his neck. 
 
Introducing Puppy to Children 
 



Most children love puppies and vice versa. But it’s important to teach your children about proper animal 
care. Introduce your puppy to children gradually, during short supervised periods of time. Children must 
understand that your puppy is a sensitive, living creature. They must learn not to pull puppy’s tail or ears, 
squeeze or poke him, make loud, threatening noises or move toward him too rapidly. 
Explain to your children that to a puppy even a small child looks like a giant. If he’s frightened by a child, 
he might try to bite in order to protect himself. A good way for both children and adults to play with a 
small puppy is to get down on the floor at his level to make him feel more secure. Children should always be 
supervised by an adult when interacting with your new puppy. Playtime should be supervised and controlled 
to prevent the puppy or the child from becoming too excited or rambunctious. Small tidbits can be given to 
the puppy to help him associate pleasant things with children. 
Older children can be given certain responsibilities in the care and training of the puppy—although you 
must follow up to be sure that the responsibilities are being met. It’s always a good idea to enroll your 
puppy and family in canine obedience training classes. 
 
Introducing Puppy to Baby 
 
To a puppy, a baby is a totally different creature than a child or adult. It smells different to him and it 
doesn’t look, move or sound like an adult to a puppy. So it will take more time for the puppy to adjust to a 
baby.  
Let the puppy smell a piece of the baby’s clothing or a blanket before he meets the baby. On first meeting, 
puppy and baby should be kept 10 to 15 feet apart and brought closer very gradually, a foot at a time. A 
calm voice, gentle stroking and even food tidbits will help the puppy learn that this is a good situation. 
You should watch and use careful judgment in deciding when the puppy is allowed to sniff the baby directly. 
Don’t leave puppy and baby unattended together even for a moment. Most puppies adjust to babies easily, 
but some may not. 
 
Introducing Puppy to Other Pets 
 
Introduce your puppy to other pets in the house with care. When an older dog meets a puppy, it is advisable 
to have both pets on leashes. Do not leave them alone together until you are sure they are comfortable 
with one another. A puppy can be too rambunctious for some older dogs or be easily intimidated by a much 
larger dog. If you are introducing your puppy to a cat, consider a wire or mesh gate in a doorway. This al-
lows the two animals to get acquainted while it also gives the cat a way to jump out and find refuge if she 
needs to get away from the puppy. Do not allow the puppy to chase or bark at the cat; this might cause 
fear or anxiety. 
Whether your other pet is a dog or cat, remember to provide separate time for attention, affection and 
playtime so that their needs are met. And don’t force your older pet to accept the puppy immediately. Let 
them become acquainted at their own pace. Keep them separated when they are not supervised to avoid 
problems. 
 
Introducing Puppy to Visitors 
 
Introducing your puppy to visitors is an important part of his socialization. It will help lessen his fear of 
strangers and make him friendlier as an adult dog. 
When introducing your new puppy to visitors, remember his collar and leash. Do not let him jump up on peo-
ple. Give your puppy the command “Sit” and help him into this position. Have a treat ready for his reward 
and don’t allow guests to pet him until he is “sitting.” Have him hold this position while being greeted. This 
will help him learn how to accept greetings and praise calmly. Also, request that other adults and visitors 
respect your puppy’s rights; hold him properly and talk to him and treat him gently. Always monitor the in-
tensity of the situation; too many people at once may be overwhelming to a new puppy and he may become 
fearful or anxious. If this happens, quietly remove the puppy and place him in his crate or safe area. Re-
member, it is your job to protect the puppy from adverse situations. 
 
 
For more information: http://purina.com/dogs 


