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The Goal of Foster Care:  
 

• Keep animals warm, clean, and provide adequate nutrition. 

• Protect from infectious disease. 

• Provide positive socialization with people and littermates. 

• Nurture animals in preparation for adoption. 

A gu ide to  car ing for  JHS ’s t in iest  rescues!  

EMERGENCY CARE PROTOCOL on PAGES 22-23 

JHS foster staff is NOT available after hours. All messages 
(telephone, email, social media) received after the close of 

business will be returned on the following day.  



Thank you for becoming a JHS foster parent!  
 

This manual contains information on how best to care for your 
foster animals and get them ready for adoption. Below is a quick  

reference guide to some common foster parent questions.  

How can I reach 
the foster office 
staff? 

How to reach foster staff during business hours: 

 Phone (904) 493-4567 

 Email Foster@JaxHumane.org  

 Facebook message “Be Humane” on the JHS 
Fosters Facebook group. 

What do I do if 
my kitten is     
lethargic and not 
eating?  

These symptoms are sometimes referred  to as 
‘fading kitten syndrome’. See page 14 for more 
details on how to help the kitten with warming 
support and increasing their blood sugar. Kittens 
must be WARM before trying to syringe or asssit 
feed.  

How much and 
how often do I 
feed my kitten? 

 For bottle babies, please refer to the table on 
page 7.  

 For mush babies and kittens eating on their 
own, you will need to feed 4-5 small meals 
throughout the day.  

 Checking your kittens’ weight with an at-home 
food scale is a good practice to verify they are 
continually gaining weight.  

What do I do if 
my kitten is sick?  

 See page 12 for a list of common symptoms 
and how urgently they should be addressed 
by JHS medical staff.  

 Sick kitten appointments can be booked online 

at jaxfoster.youcanbook.me.   

 If there are no appointment times available, 
please contact the foster office.  

What if my foster 
animal is having a 
medical          
emergency? 

 During business hours, contact the foster of-
fice and bring the foster animal in to JHS. 

 After– hours, refer to the  emergency care pro-
tocol on pages 22-23  of this manual. 

Maddie’s Pet Assistant is a useful app that gives you 
24/7 access to expert advice from shelter veterinarians 
and behaviorists, as well as information about your own 
foster animal’s medical records.  Page 23 

EMERGENCY PROTOCOL: AFTER HOURS 

 

JHS staff is NOT available after normal business 
hours for emergency care. All messages (phone, 
email, social media) received after the close of     
business will be returned on the following day. 

If your foster pet experiences an after-hours life-
threatening emergency, foster parents may take their 
foster pet to Blue Pearl Emergency Pet Hospital for dis-
counted emergency care. Discounted services will be 
offered for life-threatening emergencies only. 
 

Payment will be due at the time services are rendered. 
Please be advised that the Jacksonville Humane Society 
is not able to provide reimbursement for emergency or 
veterinary care provided by an off-site/outside clinic,    
including Blue Pearl Emergency Pet Hospital.  
 

Blue Pearl offers two emergency hospital locations: 
 

 3444 Southside Blvd, Suite 103 / Jacksonville, FL 
32216 / Tel: (904) 646-1287 

 275 Corporate Way, Suite 100 / Orange Park, FL 

Upon arrival to Blue Pearl, please notify staff that      
emergency care is needed for a JHS FOSTER ANIMAL. 
Please note that discounted services are strictly offered 
for JHS foster animals and will not be honored for         
personal pets under any circumstances. Please present 
the JHS Foster Animal Handout to staff upon arrival as 
verification of being a JHS foster parent.  
 

Discounted emergency services are offered for JHS    

foster animals at Blue Pearl Emergency Pet Hospital only. 

Emergency care received at emergency/veterinary    

clinics other than Blue Pearl Emergency Pet Hospital may 

not be discounted for JHS foster animals. 



EMERGENCY PROTOCOL 
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Intestinal parasites (“worms” - may resemble rice or 
spaghetti), sneezing, coughing, vomiting  and/or diar-
rhea are generally not considered life-threatening emer-
gencies. If your foster pet(s) is currently experiencing 
any of these symptoms, please schedule an appoint-
ment online at JaxFoster.YouCanBook.me or contact 
the foster office at (904) 493-4567 during normal busi-
ness hours for further direction. 
 

Examples of life-threatening emergencies include: 
 Seizures 
 Difficulty breathing 
 Traumatic injury  
 Unresponsiveness  
 
 

The most common life-threatening emergencies are 

underage kittens that are failing to thrive or “fading”.  
 

Please refer to the “Fading Kitten Emergency        

Protocol” on pages 14-15 for associated symptoms 

and suggested at home supportive care. 

EMERGENCY CARE DURING BUSINESS HOURS: 
 

If there is a life-threatening emergency with a foster pet 
during normal business hours, foster parents should 
contact the foster office at (904) 493-4567 and/or bring 
the animal to JHS for immediate medical evaluation and 
treatment at the Pet Help Center. Hours listed below. 
 

If a foster pet is experiencing a life-threatening        
emergency before the Pet Help Center opens,       
emergency services can be accessed through the    
Veterinary Services entrance which opens at 8:00AM, 
Monday – Saturday.  
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What JHS supplies for foster animals… 
 

We aim to provide each foster parent with enough food 
and litter for a two week period since all underage         
animals return to JHS for bi-weekly preventative care. 

 

    SUPPLIES ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
 

JHS greatly appreciates the generosity of foster  
parents who purchase supplies for their foster pets,  

which helps us to save even more lives!  
 

 Pet carrier  

 Age appropriate canned and/or dry food 

 Non-clumping litter and pan 

 Bottle and/or syringes with nipple 

 Kitten Milk Replacer (such as KMR, PetLac, or Breeder’s Edge)  

 Puppy Milk Replacer (such as Esbilac or PetAg) 

 Rice sock for warming support 

 Gloves, gowns, etc. available upon request 

 On-site veterinary care & medication during posted business hours 
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WELLNESS VISITS 
Underage kittens and puppies are required 
to be seen EVERY 2 WEEKS from 4—16 
weeks of age by foster office staff. 
 

Wellness visits include an updated weight, 
vaccine, deworming, microchip and flea/
heartworm preventative. An appointment 
is required for animals that are sick or    
injured.  
 

You will receive email reminders from Maddie’s Pet As-
sistant to alert you when your foster pet is due for their 
next vaccine. Foster staff will also provide a handout 
outlining when your kitten is due to return to the shelter 
for preventative care.  

Kitten Age Vaccination Due Average 
Weight 

4 weeks old  FVRCP booster  0.8—1.0 lbs 

6 weeks old  FVRCP booster 1.0—1.5 lbs 

8 weeks old FVRCP booster—Most kittens reach 2lbs 
and can be spayed or neutered and be 
made available for adoption! 

1.5—2.0 lbs  

10 weeks old FVRCP booster 2.0 -3.0 lbs 

12 weeks old FVRCP booster, Rabies annual vaccine 2.2—4.0  lbs 

How to Schedule Foster Appointments: 
 

Foster parents are responsible for scheduling an appointment 
for illness/injury visits. Appointments can be  scheduled online at 

JaxFoster.YouCanBook.me. 
 

During peak kitten season, we will offer walk-in clinic dates for 
routine visits. Ask your foster coordinators or check your foster 
handout for current clinic dates/times.  
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NURSING MOM WITH PUPPIES 

Creating a Nesting Area 
You’ll want to give the mother dog and her      
puppies a quiet, secluded space in your 
home—away from other pets. A plastic baby 
pool or large dog bed can be used to create a 
nesting space that the mother can enter/exit, 

but the babies 
can’t leave. Ensure 
the nesting area for 
mom and babies  
has soft towels and 
blankets and some 
puppy pads.  
 
Mother will spend 
most of the time 
nursing, cleaning 
and caring for her 
pups. She will need 

to be taken out to eliminate regularly—pups 
should stay in nesting area.  
 
A nursing mother will need 2-4 times the     
normal feeding amount to stay healthy.  Be 
sure to feed and provide water daily.  



UNDERAGE PUPPIES—FADING PUPPIES 
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Puppies fade very quickly. They will generally 
not survive without immediate veterinary care. 
 
Contact the Foster Office immediately and see 
page 15 for info on what you can do at home 
until bringing the puppy in for medical care. 

 

There is no clear cause for this condition—it is 
linked to birth defects, environmental stress, and 
infectious disease. Early veterinary treatment is 
imperative, but even with the most intensive care 
many fading puppies will not make it.   
 
See Pages  22-23 for Emergency Care Protocol 

Fading puppy syndrome occurs when a    
puppy that was healthy at birth begins to    
decline around 1-2 weeks old.  
 
The symptoms of a “fading” puppy include 
the following: 
 

 Lack of activity or appetite  
 Weight loss 
 Continuous diarrhea or vomiting 
 Continuous crying 
 Mother dog pushing out of the nest 
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0-2 WEEKS OLD 

Born with eyes closed and 
tiny folded ears. Spends 
most time asleep.  

2-3 WEEKS OLD 

Eyes open, ears unfolded, 
taking wobbly steps and are 
becoming more aware of 
surroundings. 

3-4 WEEKS OLD 

Canines and incisor teeth 
are coming in.  Becoming 
more stead on their feet by 
4 weeks. 

4-5 WEEKS OLD 
Ready for 1st vaccinations. 
Okay to begin offering mush 
at 5 weeks of age.   

5-6 WEEKS OLD  
Alert to surroundings—
playful and active. Learning 
to use the litter box.  

6-7 WEEKS OLD 
Ready for 2nd vaccinations. 
Occasionally deworming is 
needed prior to vaccines.  

7-8 WEEKS OLD 
*Adoption-ready at 8 weeks* 

Continued socialization with 
people and littermates.  
  
Ready for 3rd vaccinations 
and spay/neuter at 8 weeks.  

KITTEN DEVELOPMENTAL PERIODS 
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BOTTLE BABIES (0-5 WEEKS OLD) 

Bottle babies are orphaned   
kittens between 0-5 weeks 
old who depend on us for 
feedings, warmth, cleaning, 
and stimulation for bowel            
movements/urination. 

Keeping WARM 
Since they can’t regulate their own 
body temperature, it is essential to   
provide kittens this age with warmth. 
This usually is in the form of a rice 
sock or heating disk that can be 
warmed in the microwave and 
placed under the kittens’ bedding.   

Keeping CLEAN  Before they’re mobile enough to use a 

litter box (under 3 weeks or so), kittens will need assistance with  
urinating and defecating by stimulation. This is done with a baby 
wipe, cotton ball or tissue and rubbing the kitten’s genitalia and 
rectum in a small circular motion.   
 

This should be done before and after each feeding time. You can 
expect some urination each time, and defecation at least once 
daily. Kitten stool should be a brownish yellow color with a paste-

like consistency. After being stimulated, ensure the kitten is 
clean and DRY . 

Litter Box Training (3-4 weeks old) 
Most kittens take to litter training naturally. You can begin    
introducing them to this by stimulating them over the box or 
placing their feces in the box so they can smell that it is there.  
 
Always keep the litter box available and close for kittens to 
find. NEVER USE CLUMPING LITTER. Kittens will occasionally 
eat their litter. Clumping litters can cause a life-threatening      
obstruction if ingested by kittens. 
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PUPPY DEVELOPMENTAL PERIODS 

0-2 WEEKS OLD 
Born with eyes closed and 
tiny folded ears. Keep     
handling to a minimum.  

2-3 WEEKS OLD 
Eyes open.  By 3 weeks old, 
okay to being handling and 
socializing more.  

3-4 WEEKS OLD 

Beginning to crawl and ears 
straighten. Teething begins. 
Crucial to socialize with  
people and littermates.  

4-5 WEEKS OLD 
Ready for 1st vaccinations. 
Begin weaning from formula 
to puppy canned food. 

5-6 WEEKS OLD  
Puppies begin to play and 
explore. Can stand and eat 
at a bowl. Okay to introduce 
dry puppy food. 

6-7 WEEKS OLD 
Ready for 2nd vaccinations. 
Occasionally deworming is 
needed prior to vaccines.  

7-8 WEEKS OLD 
*Adoption-ready at 8 

weeks* 

Continued socialization with 
people and littermates.    
Using positive reinforcement 
to encourage desirable     
behaviors.  
Ready for 3rd vaccinations 
and spay/neuter at 8 weeks.  



UNDERAGE PUPPIES (0-4 WEEKS OLD) 

After Feeding 
Once fed and have        
eliminated and seem      
content, place puppies 
back in the space you 
have provided for them. 
Puppies should always 
be kept warm and will 
spend most of their time 
cuddling and sleeping. 
 

It is normal for puppies to 
spend 90% of the time 
sleeping and the other 10% 
eating. 

Page 18 

Stimulating for Elimination 
Puppies will start to eliminate on their own at 2-3 
weeks old, prior to that they will need to be        

stimulated to urinate and      
defecate. This is done after 
each bottle feeding. Use a  
cotton ball or tissue moistened 
with warm water to gently 
wipe the puppies belly and 
anal area while its standing on 
a towel or puppy pad.  
Normal stool at this age has a 

toothpaste consistency and yellow mustard       
coloration. You can expect urination after each 
feeding, and defecation once or twice daily.   
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Age Amount per feeding (in milliliters)  Schedule 

0-1 week 2-6 mL Every 2 hours 

1-2 weeks 6-10 mL Every 2-3 hours 

2-3 weeks 10-14 mL Every 3-4 hours 

3-4 weeks 14-18 mL Every 4-5 hours 

4-5 weeks 18-22 mL  Every 5-6 hours 

5-8 weeks 
*Weaning* 

Offer wet food with formula 
then slowly decrease formula 

Every 6 hours 

BOTTLE BABIES (0-5 WEEKS OLD) 

Feeding: How much? How often? 

Feeding: Holding the kitten  
 Kittens can be gently wrapped in a blanket or  towel 

(shown right) to minimize wiggling or placed on a 
surface belly down for feeding (shown above).  

 NEVER feed kittens on their back or squeeze formula 
forcefully into kitten’s mouth. This can lead to aspirat-
ing fluid into the kitten’s lungs. 

 Attach the nipple onto the bottle or syringe and gently     
introduce to the kitten. Squeezing a few drops on their 
cheek can encourage them to latch.  

Feeding: Preparing the Kitten Milk Replacement Formula  

 Mix 1 scoop powder for every 2 scoops of 
warm water. 

 Make sure milk is mixed thoroughly with             
no chunks and WARM (test this by rubbing a 
few drops on your wrist),        
microwave a few seconds if not 
warm enough. 

 Mixed formula must be kept in 
the fridge and  discarded after 24 hours if not used. 
Always refrigerate mixed and unmixed formula.  

Measuring Formula: You can feed directly from a 
syringe or use a syringe to measure out how 
much you are putting into the bottle.  1mL = 1 cc  
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“MUSH” BABIES (5—6 WEEKS OLD) 
“Mush” is a term used to de-
scribe the mixture of kitten 
milk replacement formula      
powder, warm water and 
canned food used to wean 
kittens from bottle feeding 
to eating on their own.   

This usually happens at 
about 5-6 weeks of age 
when canine teeth are 
emerging.  Kittens are      
becoming much more     
mobile and social in this 
stage of kitten-hood.  

 
Socialization  
Be sure you are playing with your  
kittens and handling them often.   
Encourage them to redirect           
inappropriate play, such as biting or 
scratching, with toys or other          
alternatives.   
 

Never punish or scold a kitten! 
 

To minimize risk of infectious  
disease and keep all pets safe, 
we ask foster parents to NOT  
introduce foster animals to 

owned resident pets. Foster animals should 

always be kept separate from owned pets.  
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UNDERAGE PUPPIES (0-4 WEEKS OLD) 

 

 

Bottle Feeding: Holding the Puppy 
 Puppies always should nurse with 
their stomach facing down. Standing 
on their hind legs is also safe          
positioning. NEVER feed puppies on 
their back.  
 

  If the puppy is coughing or has milk 
coming from its nose—stop feeding 
and reassess the puppy’s position as 
well as the size of the hole in the   
nipple, which should be pin sized. 
 

 Nursing too fast or on their back can cause aspiration, 
or formula to go into their lungs, which can be life 
threatening. After each feeding hold the puppy against 
your shoulder and pat or massage their back to burp. 

Bottle Feeding: Preparing Puppy Milk Replacer 
Infant puppies (0-4 weeks) will need bottle feeding  
every 3 hours—this is about 8 times per day. 
 Mix 1 scoop formula powder 

for every 2 scoops of warm    
water 

 Make sure formula is mixed          
thoroughly with no chunks and 
WARM (test this by rubbing a 
few drops on your wrist),      
microwave a few seconds if 
not warm enough 

 Dispose of any mixed formula 
that is unused within 24 hours. 
Always refrigerate mixed and 
unmixed formula.  



UNDERAGE PUPPIES 
Underage puppies will need 
foster care until they reach 8 
weeks of age.  
As with foster kittens, puppies 
receive a wellness exam and 
vaccine EVERY 2 WEEKS 
from 4-16 weeks of age. 
These visits can be scheduled 
with the foster office at  
jaxfoster.youcanbook.me. Please bring puppies in a 
carrier and do not place them on the floor at any time. 
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Socializing Underage Puppies
Socializing puppies 3-13 weeks of age is vital for them 
to grow into well-adjusted adult dogs. Here are some      
socialization tips: 
 Allow puppies to approach or not—it is their choice. 

Always make socializing a positive experience.  
 Do NOT punish or scold a puppy. Teach them what 

you would like by rewarding good behavior with 
treats and affection or redirecting them to an         
appropriate toy.  

 Provide plenty of puppy safe items to explore, play 
and chew.  

 Try to make certain you are not the only person     
handling them—invite friends over to meet them! 

 To minimize risk of infectious disease, please keep   
foster puppies separate from owned pets.  

 For their safety: No dog parks, pet stores, or    
other public places. Puppies should remain    
completely indoors during foster care.  
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“MUSH” BABIES (5—6 WEEKS OLD) 

Weaning: (Transitioning to Canned Food) 
Once kittens are biting at the nipple during bottle feed-
ings and able to lick formula from your finger—they’re 
ready for the weaning process. “Mush” is made with 
canned kitten food, warm water, & kitten milk replace-
ment powder.   

Mush can be placed in a shallow dish and introduced to 
kittens by syringe at first. Some kittens may bite the dish 
or walk through the mush. Be patient. It may take a few 
feedings to get them eating on their own.  

Once a kitten masters 
eating on its own, bottle 
feedings can be reduced, 
then stopped and formula 
in mush can slowly be de-
creased. Some kittens 
may still need supple-
mental bottle feedings  
until confirmed to be eat-
ing enough on their own. 

Bathing: This stage of kitten-hood can often be 
messy and kittens may need 
to be bathed to remove any 
food or feces on them.  
 

You can use a shallow sink of 
warm water and blue Dawn 
dish soap to gently bathe 
them. It is IMPERATIVE to   
completely dry the kitten with 
a warm towel immediately  
afterwards.   
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ALMOST ADOPTION READY  
(6-8 WEEKS OLD) 

“The Goal is Good-Bye”   When your fosters reach      

2 months and 2 pounds it is time to schedule their spay/
neuter surgery and send them off to find their new homes.  
Saying good-bye can be tough, but because of your love 
and care these kittens have the best possible chance at a 

happy, healthy life with a new family.  

Scheduling Surgery 

Your foster coordinator will be the one to add     
kittens to the surgery list during a routine booster  
visit. Spay/Neuter procedures are performed 
Monday—Friday at the JHS Veterinary Services 
building.   

On the scheduled surgery date, please bring kittens 
to the JHS Veterinary Services building at 7:00AM.  
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Emergency Protocol: In many instances, a 
fading kitten will not survive, even with medical 
intervention, however, taking these steps im-
mediately will give the best prognosis! 

FADING KITTEN PROTOCOL 

What you can do AT HOME to help your kitten: 
 

PROVIDE WARMTH –Wrap the kitten in a blanket or     
towel, leaving only their face exposed. Use a heat source 
(snuggle safe, heating pad) as an extra source of heat. 
Make sure the heat source is not directly touching the kitten 
to prevent burns. 

 Don’t have a heat source? Put uncooked rice into a clean 
sock, knot the end and microwave for 2-3 minutes. 

 No microwave? Put hot (not boiling) water into a doubled-
up Ziploc bag. 

 

INCREASE BLOOD SUGAR – While warming the kitten,     
apply light Karo corn syrup to the gums.  If Karo is not     
available, use pancake syrup or mix equal parts sugar and 
warm water until dissolved. Use a syringe or your finger to 
place a few drops of the sugar source into the kitten’s 
mouth EVERY 3 MINTUES. If swallowing, feed the kitten a 
small amount of the sugar source.  You should see            
improvement in ~20 minutes if low blood sugar is the cause. 

 

DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS – Call the foster 
office at (904) 493-4567 and/or bring the animal to the 
shelter immediately (refer to the Foster Program            
Emergency Care Protocol on Pages 22-23). If the kitten has 
not begun to  improve within an hour, their chance of      
survival is often poor. If the kitten does not survive, please 
know that you have done everything that you could and 
most likely there are other underlying, non-treatable issues. 
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What is “Fading Kitten Syndrome” (FKS)? 
 

FKS is a series of life-threatening symptoms, sometimes re-
ferred to as “failure to thrive”, that describes a neonatal kitten 
that “crashes”, suddenly becoming ill or unresponsive, even if 
it was previously healthy. Some research suggests that 15-
30% of neonatal kittens may ultimately succumb to FKS. 
 

While there are many contributing factors that may cause 
fading kitten  syndrome, two 
common factors are hypo-
thermia (being cold) and hy-
poglycemia (low blood sug-
ar).  
 

Many times there are other 
underlying issues, such as 
congenital defects, disease, 
etc. that may not be        
treatable and contribute to a 
kitten fading. 

FADING KITTEN SYNDROME  

Symptoms: 
 Hypothermia/Low Body Temperature (<99F) 

Feeling cool or cold to the touch, particularly in 
the limbs/extremities.  

 Lethargy – Inability to stand or unresponsive to 
touch. 

 Labored Breathing – Exaggerated breathing, 
often with mouth open. 

 Excessive Vocalizing – Particularly loud, pained 
cries combined with any of the above         
symptoms 

It’s important to observe frequently to ensure the mother 
cat is nursing and grooming all of the kittens. If she will  
allow, it is ideal to handle and weigh the kittens daily to 
track growth.  
 

Contact the foster office immediately if the mother cat 
is neglecting one or several kittens and/or showing           
aggression toward them.  
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NURSING MOM WITH KITTENS 

Mother cats and their babies need a stress-free          
environment so the     
mother can feel like she 
is keeping her babies 
safe. A calm, quiet room 
away from daily activities, 
young children, and 
household pets is best 
for these types of foster 
patients.  

Creating Her Space The following items should 

be in the room for mother and babies: 
 

 Ample wet food, dry food, & water for mother cat 

 Whelping box—This is a box for mother cat to lay on her 
side nursing the babies. It should be shallow enough for 
the mother to leave, but have high enough sides to keep      
babies from wandering. Line with blankets, newspaper, 
or puppy pads.  

 Litter pan & non-clumping litter- placed away from food. 
 
When first coming home, place the kittens and mother in the 
whelping box and close the door. Give her time to explore 
and get acclimated. It may take a few days for her to feel 
comfortable when you enter the room.  
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Yellow Flags: If any of the following symptoms are present, 

please book a ‘Medical Concern’ appointment at                         
jaxfoster.youcanbook.me within the next 48 hours or contact the 
foster office via phone, Facebook group, or email: 

 Wheezing, coughing, or colored eye/nasal discharge 

 Lack of energy or depression, but is still eating 

 Loose stool or visible worms present in stool  

 Occasional vomiting 

 Decreased appetite  

 Difficulty urinating or defecating 

 Limping 

 Behavior that is unusual compared to its normal self 

COMMON MEDICAL WARNING SIGNS 
Red Flags: If your foster patient shows any of the       

following symptoms please contact the foster office                
at 904.493.4567 immediately to receive medical atten-
tion as soon as possible:  
 

 Not eating during multiple feedings / weight loss 
 Lethargic (lack of energy) 
 Liquid diarrhea/Dehydration 
 Repeated vomiting 
 Neurological signs (e.i. seizures)  
 

If staff is temporarily unavailable, please leave a detailed 
message and your call will be  returned as soon as possible.  

For more information on fading kitten care, see      
pages 14-15. If you believe your foster kitten is having 

a    medical emergency refer to pages 22-23 for 
open-hours and after-hours care. 

Maddie’s Pet Assistant App Gives you 24/7       
access to expert advice from shelter veterinarians 
and behaviorists and can be used after-hours 
when JHS staff is not available. 

Ringworm (feline dermatophytosis) is a       
common skin condition in cats caused by a 
fungus called dermatophyte. This condition is 
most often presented by patches of hair loss 
and crusting. Ringworm is contagious to    
other cats, dogs, and people. 

 
 

Scabies (sarcoptic mange) is a 
contagious skin condition caused by            
microscopic mites on the cat’s skin and hair 
follicles. These mites can cause severe       
itchiness, patchy hair loss, and crusting.       
Although mites do not live long in the            
environment, they can be transmitted to     
humans and other animals when coming into 
direct contact with the affected cat.  

KITTENS WITH SKIN CONDITIONS 
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These kittens will still need the same affection and     
socialization that other fosters require; there are just 
a few differences in caring for them. 
1. Keep contained in small, tile room or large        

washable kennel space. 
2. Wear gloves and protective gown when handling 

kittens. Alternatively, designate a shirt/pants to 
wear while in contact with them that can be left in 
that room. 

3. After foster care is complete, disinfect all surfaces 
with 1:10 bleach solution. Dispose of any toys or 
bedding that cannot be cleaned. 

Ringworm and scabies are two common skin conditions in 
kittens. Contact the foster office or schedule an appointment 
online if you are  noticing hair loss on your foster kittens. 


